Old Testament Snapshots: Real People of the OT

Week 4: David—An Unlikely Future King
May 27, 2012
GETTING STARTED
Seth started the lesson with a game.  He displayed a bunch of pictures of different individuals when they were young and made us guess what we think they would become when they grew up.  The funny thing was we misjudged the outcome most of the time.  We thought people were going to be farmers, actors, painters, but they turned out to be Bill Gates, Albert Einstein, Jeremy Lin, Justin Beiber, etc.

We chose people for specific jobs for a variety of reasons.  We didn’t have a lot of information for evaluating most of the people in these pictures, so many of our reasons centered on outward appearances.  While this was just a simple activity, we often do the same thing in real life.  We often determine people’s value solely by their outward appearance. But what we learned today was that God does not work that way.  God cares more about our character than our appearance.
Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (nlt)
1Now the Lord said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.”

2But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

“Take a heifer with you,” the Lord replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to the Lord. 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.”

4So Samuel did as the Lord instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?”

5“Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Purify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice, too.

6When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the Lord’s anointed!”

7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the Lord has chosen.” 9Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is this the one the Lord has chosen.” 10In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and goats.”

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.”

12So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.

And the Lord said, “This is the one; anoint him.”

13So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

We live in a world where image rules.  We face so much pressure to wear the right clothes, have the right haircut, spend time with the right crowd, and maintain the perfect physical appearance.  Image is everything, and even the most devoted of us can fall for this line of thinking.

This passage offers a snapshot of Samuel being led to David.  Saul was king of Israel, but God led Samuel to find the next king, who would be a man after God’s heart.  Samuel went to Jesse’s house where he saw Jesse’s sons, from oldest to youngest.  When Samuel met Jesse’s oldest son, he was certain he was looking at the next king of Israel.  The young man looked so kingly! But God had other things in mind.

God reminded Samuel that the manner in which God values people is different from the manner in which the world values people.  The world looks at the outside appearance.  God looks into the heart.  God knows the true value of an individual based on personal character.  God sees us for who we are on the inside.  In this lesson, we are challenged to examine how we view ourselves and others.
1. It’s human nature to evaluate people by their appearance
· Has anyone ever made a negative judgment about you based on your appearance?  If so, how did that make you feel?

· Samuel was one of God’s prophets, yet he made the same mistake we often make: He evaluated people by their appearance.  Why is it wrong to evaluate people based solely on their outward appearance?

· What does this passage say to you about how God sees you?
· When we evaluate others based on their outward appearance, how does that begin to affect the way we act, dress, and present ourselves?

Our culture views people by what is on the outside, and it’s easy for us to do this, too, because of our sinful human nature.  We can easily believe the lies that fill our world: Image is everything, your appearance makes you valuable, do whatever it takes to look good, only hang out with people who are handsome or beautiful, and on and on.  These lies are so far from how God values us, and that’s really good news.
2. God offers us a different way of seeing people
· What are some of the good things about you?  What makes you valuable to your friends, your family members, and to God?
· Do you judge or devalue yourself too harshly?  Are you critical of your appearance?
· Genesis tells us that all people are created in God’s image, so when we devalue someone, how might that affect our relationship with God?
· How does this passage challenge or inspire you to think about God’s view of and value for each individual?
· How does it feel to think of God valuing you as a unique individual?
God sees every person as valuable.  After all, Genesis tells us that we are made in God’s image.  There is tremendous value in that!  God loved us enough to offer Christ as a sacrifice for the sins of humanity.  This love isn’t based on how we look or what we have to offer.  It’s based on the value God sees within us.
3. We point others to God when we see people’s true value

· How would the world be different if we followed God’s standard in the way we see other people?  What are specific things that would change in our culture?
· What aspects of God’s character are emphasized most through this perspective on people’s true value?
· How can you inspire others to see people differently?  How might you communicate that message to them?

God sees us for who we really are.  God is not particularly interested in how we look or how we present ourselves to the world.  God knows our thoughts, feelings, strengths, and weaknesses.  God’s love, compassion, justice, and grace can be seen through this recognition that what matters most is our personal character, not our outward appearance.
Nevertheless, we did have a good discussion on how outward appearance can be a reflection of your character.  For instance, if you are considerate toward others, you would spend the time taking a shower, brushing your teeth, and looking somewhat presentable before going to class or meeting up with your friends.  You do those things out of love and respect towards others.  In addition, you may not want to “let everything hang out” but instead dress modestly to keep others from stumbling or being distracted.

APPLICATION
· On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest score, how well are you doing when it comes to the way you view and value people?
· Do you need to go back and apologize to anyone you have previously judged or devalued based on appearance?  Will you commit to doing so?
· How can you begin to live out the truths from today’s lesson in a bolder fashion? How can you more closely align your perspective with God’s view?
SUMMARY 
This lesson was a reminder to “never judge a book by its cover,” because even the dullest cover can contain a remarkable story on the inside pages.  We frequently do something similar to people: We look at their outward appearance, size them up, and make a judgment about their character, worth, or ability.  Fortunately, God has a different perspective. God cares about the treasure inside, not the cover.  So let’s work more diligently to look for that treasure in others and to develop that treasure in ourselves for His glory! 
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