Deuteronomy: Lives That Honor God

Week 1: God-Focused Living
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
GETTING STARTED
We each got an item that represented something we did that meant a lot to us.  

William got a basketball.  A few others took items that represented music.  Others got items representing video games.  Courtney took a paintbrush representing art.  Hsin-Roe took a fork representing food.  Another took a fortune cookie representing Chinese food.  Another took candy, etc.

· We went around the group to talk about the items each of you chose. “What does it take to excel in the specific athletic or artistic area represented by this item—specifically, the kinds of habits, skills, abilities, or talents that would be required?”

One group of professional gamers live in a house of 6 that played video games every day from 8am to 10pm, only to compete monthly in nationwide events.  In order to be a good musician, you have to practice a lot.  (But not just practice.  Practice does not make perfect, only perfect practice makes perfect.  You can practice the wrong way.)  To be a great basketball player, you need to be a gym rat that hones the skills every chance you can.  To be a food critic, you’ve got to eat a lot of food!
· If someone wants to become a professional in this particular field, what would that person need to do that might not be important to someone who just sees it as a hobby or pastime?

· How is that commitment level similar to and different from the commitment level God might desire from people who are followers of Christ?

It’s ridiculous to think that someone could become a professional athlete or dancer or musician by chance. It takes unbelievable commitment and focus to excel in these things. What we are going to see today is that the Bible calls us to a similar level of commitment. Our commitment to God can fuel and motivate us as we seek to lead God-centered lives.

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (nlt)
4“Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 6And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. 7Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 8Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 9Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
The Israelites had just been freed from slavery in Egypt and were gathered in the wilderness to receive special laws and commands God was giving to them. After God declared the Ten Commandments, he gave Moses further instructions to share with the Israelites. In these verses, Moses unveiled how the laws and commands, if obeyed, would draw the Israelites toward a God-centered life.

The rules and regulations God gave Israel reveal a great deal about God and his character. The Law was given in part to differentiate God’s people from the surrounding pagan nations. It was a way of consecrating, or setting apart, God’s people from those nations who did not follow God.

The first verse in this passage is one of the most central passages of the Law—what the Jews call the “Shema” (not “wei shema” in Chinese) This comes from the Hebrew word for “hear,” which is the first word found in Deuteronomy 6:4. It is a wonderful verse that sums up the “oneness” of God, the centrality of God’s Word in our lives, and the God-centered life we are to live. It is one of the most simple, yet complete calls to faithfulness in Scripture. When Jesus was asked to sum up the Law, Deuteronomy 6:5 was the first command he cited. This is a great reminder to us about the priority God should have in our lives.

This is the first of four lessons based on the book of Deuteronomy. In this lesson, we’ll see God telling his people, through Moses, about the importance of leading God-centered lives—a lifestyle that we ought to pursue, too.
1. There is only one God worthy of our love and devotion
The Bible is clear: There is only one God. When we understand that there is only one God and that God has made it possible for us to know him and communicate with him—primarily through the Bible and through prayer—it can change the way we see God, ourselves, the world, and our role in it. The God we encounter in the Bible proves to be worthy of our love and devotion. We do not have to worry that there are people who may worship false gods or believe God doesn’t exist. The Bible makes a solid case: the God we serve is the one, true God.
· Why does it matter that there is only one God?
· Where or when have you heard people arguing that there is more than one god?
At home.  Some insists on Buddha as being reincarnated as god.  In other parts of Asia, they do incense and ancestor worship.  In India, there are millions of gods.
· How does this verse give you insight into people who say there is no God?
Psalm 19:1-4 says “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge.  There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.  Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world…”
They may say they’re atheist, but the evidence to them is clear from creation and from being created in God’s own image.  From outside to inside, they know there is a God but choose to reject that concept to be their own boss.  Christians may reject the God they know as well, in order to be their own boss, but today, on atheist day (Psalm 14:1 “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none who does good.”) April 1, 2012, there are many who justify their deeds and attitudes by “killing” God so that they would not have to be accountable to a higher moral code or authority.  If there is no divine Judge, then one can live as he or she pleases. 

Romans 1:20-32

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen….”

· If you accept the biblical truth that there is one God, how can you know God? How do you think God desires to know you?
One response was prayer.  Another, reading the Bible.  

Even though God is omniscient in His knowing, He still wants to be a part of your life and experience your growing in Him.  Part of true intimacy is growing together.  

So welcome Him into your everyday life and let yourself be known by God, as you pursue more intimate and experiential knowledge of Him, and as He and you delight in that process.
2. There is only one way to love God: completely

· What do you think it means to love God with all of your heart (where your spirit resides), soul (mind, will, emotions), and strength? What does that look like in everyday life? 

· What in your life competes with your total devotion to God?

· How might this kind of love for God affect the way you act and interact with others in your school? Give some specific examples.

· If you love God as described in verse 5, how will it affect your relationships with your family members? your teachers or bosses?
We are called to love God in a way that does not leave room for anything else to be at the center of our lives. Our hearts, our souls, and our strength should all be focused on serving and loving God. And when we do this, our lives become ordered around God. God becomes the focus of all we do.
3. We are called to be fully committed to God’s Word

· Verses 6-9 paint a picture of someone who is continually thinking about and focusing on God’s Word. What is your attitude toward the Bible, God’s Word?  Do you have Scriptures posted  on your doorposts of your house or in your room?
· As people who follow Christ, why is it important to know the Bible and apply its truths to our lives?

· What are some possible consequences of not knowing and obeying the Bible?

· Give some examples of what it looks like for a teenager today to be totally devoted to God’s Word.

God gave us the Bible so that we could know Him and His ways.  It is God’s main way of revealing Himself to us, His people.  If we claim to believe in and follow God, we must be completely devoted to knowing and applying His Word in our lives.  There’s really no room for any alternative.  We need to be willing to make whatever changes are necessary to make His Word central in our daily lives.
[optional]

Philippians 1:20-21 (nlt)
20For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better.
· Read Philippians 1:20-21. What do Paul’s words here about living for Christ have in common with the type of total devotion we’ve been discussing today?

· How would your closest friends describe your life?  Would it be closer to the “Christ” end of the spectrum or the “You” end?

· How does living a Christ-like life affect your social life? What changes or sacrifices do you have to make as a result of your devotion to Christ?

Psalm 119:11 (nlt)
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

· Read Psalm 119:11. Why and how does knowing God’s Word help us avoid or overcome sin?

APPLICATION
· What steps can you take or what habits can you develop to pursue a more God-centered life?

· Think about the following areas of your life: school, family, social life, and personal time. What are some practical ways you can maintain your focus on God’s Word in these areas?

· Are you holding on to anything that creates an obstacle to living a God-centered life? How can I pray for you in this area?

FOR KEEPS [MEMORY VERSE]

“And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5).
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