2/12/12
Called for a Purpose
Genesis 12:1-9;15:1-6

Imagine the following scenario: Each of you have been given $500,000 with only one string attached.  You must use the money to start a business, a charity, or some other similar organization. This business can be anything you want—anything at all. But it must produce something or offer a service in some way, and it needs to reflect a personal passion or interest.
· What business or charity would you start? Briefly explain what product or service your organization would offer.

· How would what you have to offer be different or better than what’s already out there?

· How does your idea reflect a specific passion or interest you have?

· Why is it more fulfilling to do something you are passionate about, or that you enjoy, than doing something you aren’t particularly interested in?

Today we’re going to look at what it means to allow God to use our lives to achieve his purposes. Just like in our imaginary scenario, where you were given an amazing amount of money to do something meaningful, we’ve each been given the gift of our lives to use to make a difference for God. The challenge of today’s lesson will be to obediently use our lives, our passions, and our talents for God’s purposes.
Read Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-6 (nlt)
1The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.”

4So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all his wealth—his livestock and all the people he had taken into his household at Haran—and headed for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 6Abram traveled through the land as far as Shechem. There he set up camp beside the oak of Moreh. At that time, the area was inhabited by Canaanites.

7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” And Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8After that, Abram traveled south and set up camp in the hill country, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built another altar and dedicated it to the Lord, and he worshiped the Lord. 9Then Abram continued traveling south by stages toward the Negev.
Genesis 15:1-6 (nlt)
1Some time later, the Lord spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.”

2But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”

4Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your own who will be your heir.” 5Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!”

6And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.

As best as we can tell, Abraham was pretty much minding his business when God’s voice rang out of thin air instructing him to pack up and move out. God came to Abraham, a 75-year-old man, and instructed him to take all his belongings and move to a new country. But God also included a promise: Go where I tell you to, and I will make you the father of a great nation. Not a bad benefit package, right?

Abraham was advanced in age, as was his wife, Sarah. Yet Abraham took God at his word. We know from Scripture that God would indeed keep his promise, making Abraham the father of the nation of Israel.

One of the main things we discover from this passage is God’s desire to use us—average, ordinary people—to fulfill his purposes. God has always functioned this way. Scripture is clear that God uses people to carry out his plans and purposes on this earth. God has called your students through his Word, the Bible, to be his witnesses, to be salt and light in their worlds. Like Abraham’s call, their call is undeniable.

The second truth we can learn form this story is the testimony of Abraham’s willingness to be used, even though it meant leaving behind wealth and influence in a civilized region to travel to a new land. Based on what we see in Scripture, he didn’t argue with God or complain when God told him to leave his home. He followed God, using his life as best he could to allow God to work through him. This is exactly what you are called to do today. God has gifted each of you with certain talents and passions, and God has called you to use your lives to make a difference in this world. You teenagers can live with great meaning by obediently allowing God to use your lives to advance His purposes.

Let’s spend a few minutes examining God’s call of Abraham and the faith demonstrated by Abraham’s response.
1. God calls

· If you were sitting at home tomorrow and suddenly heard God’s audible voice instructing you to do something extreme or audacious or risky, how would you react?

· Would it be easier to obey God’s calling if it happened through His audible voice, instead of how God reveals His call in our lives today (His word-the Bible, Holy Spirit, father, mother, pastor, prayer, government, circumstances, boss, friends)? Why or why not?

· Abraham didn’t know every detail God’s call would ultimately require. How is God’s call in our lives similar to this sometimes?

· How does the Bible provide us with advantages that Abraham didn’t have for knowing the big picture of God’s call and will for our lives?

God doesn’t always give us all the answers when He calls us to do something. This was true for Abraham’s call, and this is true for our call. Make no mistake: God still calls us today. But we have a slight advantage over Abraham: We have the Bible. Scripture is God’s complete revelation to us, His children. In it we have all we need to see exactly what God expects from us, and we can read the accounts of men and women who obediently responded to God—and those who didn’t. While the exact picture of what our call will look like may not always be clear to us, we can know beyond a shadow of any doubt that God calls us and desires for us to respond obediently.
2. We respond

· Look at what Abraham did in verse 12:4. What can you learn from his response?
· When you read through the Bible, you meet people who obediently responded to God—and people who didn’t respond in obedience. The same can be observed today. Why do some people respond to God’s call while others don’t?
· What are the challenges to simply following God’s command without needing to know all the answers?
· Can you think of some examples of how your response to God’s call to follow him is lived out in your daily life?
People respond differently to God’s call; some choose to respond and others decide not to respond. Responding to God’s call can mean saying no to certain things—such as sex outside of marriage, underage drinking, hatred, gossip, violence, and so on. But it means saying yes to a whole list of things: living a life of purpose, discovering the joy of following God’s plans, seeing friends’ lives changed because you shared the good news of Christ, helping the needy because of your compassion toward others. Responding to God means allowing God to use your life to do powerful things—things He created you to do!
3. God works through our response

· How did Abraham’s life gain a tremendous amount of influence and impact because of his faithful response?
· If you could summarize in one sentence your life’s purpose, as you currently understand it, how would you define it? If you could sum up God’s purpose for your life, would your definition and His be different?
· Can you think of people in the Bible who God used because they responded to His call? What can you learn from their experiences?
· Think of people in your own life who seem to be making a real difference for Christ. How do they allow God to use their lives in such powerful ways?
· Are you holding back from God? Have you responded in full obedience to God’s call to live a life of world-impacting purpose?
Our lives are a gift.  We didn’t really do anything to deserve or earn them.  God gave them to us.  And God gave them to us so that we’d have the chance to follow him.  God gave them to us so we could get on board with his plan to redeem the world from sin.  Your life has amazing potential.  The call has been made.  You know how God wants you to respond. All that’s left is your decision to give up your agenda for God’s agenda.  You will lose nothing of worth or significance in the process.  Instead, you will gain a life of purpose and meaning, being used by God to impact the world in His name.
Read Romans 10:9-15

· What do verses 9-10 say about how salvation is made available to us?
· What do verses 14-15 say about our role in bringing salvation to others?
· What are the costs for not responding to God’s call? What’s at stake?
Let’s be clear: God’s plans cannot be inhibited by our failure to respond to his call.  God does not need us to make His name known.  However, one of the mysteries of the Christian faith is that God does choose to let the gospel be told through us.  You have been called to testify to God’s amazing love and grace and power.  And there are people in your life who God has called you to be the primary person to show them to Christ.  How will you respond to this call?

APPLICATION

One of the primary ways God has equipped us to live lives of purpose is through our passions and talents. 
· Think of the two or three things you are most passionate about—the two or three things that excite you or interest you the most. Have you ever considered that God may very well have hard-wired you to be passionate about these things? Why or why not?
· What if you could use your passions to answer God’s call to make his name known in the world?  How might that look?

· Brainstorm some practical examples of what it might look like to use your two or three passions to respond to God’s call, making a difference in the world in his name.

Perhaps right now, you feel a call in your life but have yet to respond.
Perhaps you are being led to come to a saving relationship with Christ.

Perhaps you are being led to surrender your career to vocational ministry.

Perhaps you are being led right now to reach out to a specific person.

· How do we know if God is personally calling us to something?

· If we are honest with ourselves and with the group, is there anyone here who is being called to something that you have not yet responded to? 

· Why is responding sometimes so difficult?

· If God were calling you personally to something, would your relationship with God be in a position where you could hear his call?

Father, I pray for discernment for all of us to be able to hear and respond to Your call in our lives.

MEMORY VERSE

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).
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