2/5/12
Trust when trust is hard

Genesis 6:9-22

To illustrate the significance of trust in a friendship, I tossed a set of keys to my Acura RL to Vivian.  Now I totally trust Vivian, but we explored what it would take in general for me to trust a teenager with my car…

-a proven track record of safe driving (3000 miles experience would be nice)

-what others say about her driving when they ride with her

-actually having a driver’s license

-how she takes care of her own stuff
-how she takes care of other people’s stuff, etc.

· On a scale of 1 to 10, how easily do you trust people? Why do you trust people so easily—or why don’t you?

· How do you usually react if someone breaks your trust or takes advantage of your trust?

· Is it easy for you to trust God? Why or why not?
Trust is such a fragile thing. Because people are imperfect, they will sometimes break your trust, whether they mean to or not. However, because God is perfect, we can always trust him, knowing that our trust will be rewarded. In this lesson, we continue our look at the book of Genesis. We’re going to look at the account of Noah and the flood, taking some time to see just how powerfully Noah trusted God.
Read…

Genesis 6:9-22 (nlt)
9This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, the only blameless person living on earth at the time, and he walked in close fellowship with God. 10Noah was the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11Now God saw that the earth had become corrupt and was filled with violence. 12God observed all this corruption in the world, for everyone on earth was corrupt. 13So God said to Noah, “I have decided to destroy all living creatures, for they have filled the earth with violence. Yes, I will wipe them all out along with the earth!

14“Build a large boat from cypress wood and waterproof it with tar, inside and out. Then construct decks and stalls throughout its interior. 15Make the boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 16Leave an 18-inch opening below the roof all the way around the boat. Put the door on the side, and build three decks inside the boat—lower, middle, and upper.

17“Look! I am about to cover the earth with a flood that will destroy every living thing that breathes. Everything on earth will die. 18But I will confirm my covenant with you. So enter the boat—you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 19Bring a pair of every kind of animal—a male and a female—into the boat with you to keep them alive during the flood. 20Pairs of every kind of bird, and every kind of animal, and every kind of small animal that scurries along the ground, will come to you to be kept alive. 21And be sure to take on board enough food for your family and for all the animals.”

22So Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him.
When we read the account of the flood, our attention can wander. We begin to wonder what it must have been like for God to reach the place where he needed to virtually start over with creation. We ponder the scientific ramifications of this type of flood event. But we often miss something that is really quite amazing: the trust Noah displays.

Consider how unbelievably challenging the task of building the ark must have been. It literally could have taken Noah years and years—and years. We can only imagine what people said about his efforts. And building a boat that size would have been backbreaking, exhaustive work. But Noah did it.

And what was it like to corral all the animals and load them in the ark? And gather the food for the animals? And find the food for his family? Seriously—when you start to think about everything Noah did at God’s leading, Noah’s trust in God shines through as legendary.

When the rains came, do you think Noah doubted God? Do you think Noah wondered if he would be OK? We’ll never know. But based on the amazing trust Noah showed in faithfully obeying every detail of God’s commands, we can only imagine that Noah was securely confident in God’s provision for him and his family—and for humanity.

The goal of this lesson is to challenge you to embrace the kind of un-blinking trust that Noah possessed. As Christ-followers, we have to be able to faithfully trust God’s ability and desire to direct our lives and to lead us. You guys must learn to give every bit of your lives over to God, trusting Him to be your leader, regardless of whether or not you can see all the details of your journey.

Today we are going to see how we are called to show the same kind of trust Noah showed when we’re faced with uncertainty.
1. We can trust God because of who God is

· Think about the people you most trust—why do you trust them?

· Noah trusted God in the face of some pretty extraordinary circumstances. How do you think Noah was able to exercise such deep trust?
· When you read the Bible, you discover a history of God keeping his promises. How does this make it easier to trust God when you might not understand exactly where he is leading you?

· When we trust God, what does it say about our faith?

· Why is God better at shaping our future than we are?

God is perfect in all his ways. That means God is perfectly good, perfectly loving, perfectly just. This impacts us in at least two ways. The first is that God is perfect in his sovereignty (Romans 8:28). In other words, he is perfectly in control of all things. He will never do anything that goes against his perfect plan for the world and us. It also means God is perfectly faithful. God will keep his word perfectly. We can trust God in every situation because of who God is.
2. We can trust God because of who we are

· Why did God choose to save Noah and his family from the flood?

· Based on what you know about God, how does he act toward those who love him?
· We are God’s children. How does this affect the way you view God’s plans for you? How does this affect the level of trust you have in God?

If we believe in God and have decided to follow him, we are his children. And God loves his children. God loved us enough to send his Son to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. Because we are God’s children, we can trust that he wants what is best for us. God has a future for each of us that is in perfect harmony with his plan for all humanity. We can trust God to lead us in ways that are perfectly good because of who God is and who we are to him.
3. We can trust God because of who we are not
· Why is it hard to trust God when we don’t have all the answers to a particular situation?
· Describe your ability to plan for the future. What are your limitations when it comes to being able to completely plan for every conceivable variable that might come your way?

· Does your age or level of life experience make planning for the future more difficult than for adults? Why or why not?
Nothing surprises God. He knows all. God can see the past, present, and future. God rules over all circumstances and events. Because of this, God is perfectly suited to be the one ordering our lives, leading us in a way that suits his plan and purpose. We can trust in God, especially when we don’t have all the answers or can’t see the big picture. Why? Precisely because he is God and we are not. God alone is capable of directing our paths—especially when the situation seems bleak.
Read Proverbs 3:5-6  (nlt)
5Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

· Read Proverbs 3:5-6. As we think about how exactly we are to trust in God, verse 5 gives us a pretty good description. Summarize the verse in your own words.
· What’s wrong with holding back some areas of our lives from God’s leading?
· Verse 6 makes a conditional statement—in other words, if you do X, Y will happen. What does it say will happen if we trust God in all our ways—and what is your reaction to this conditional statement?
· In your life, what are some examples of how God has shown you which path to choose?
2 Corinthians 5:17 (nlt)
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!
· Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. If our new identities are truly found in Christ, how does trusting in God for our futures seem like the natural thing to do?

As we begin to think about the practical application of trusting God with more of our lives, we have to keep in mind how Proverbs 3:5-6 reaffirms truths we already learned in the story of Noah. Our understanding of the purpose of our lives and of the future is nothing compared to God’s. If we will trust God’s leadership, he will lead us in a future that perfectly meets his design for our lives.
APPLICATION

· In what areas of life do you demonstrate strong trust in God’s leading? In what areas do you struggle?

· Why are we often scared to trust certain areas of our lives to God’s direction?

· How might we miss out on God’s best for our lives by not surrendering our lives to him?

I challenge you to truly submit any specific area of your life you may be trying to “withhold” from God’s leadership.  This may be career choices, relationships, what to do with your free time, music, or other important areas.

Lastly, I want to challenge you to memorize Proverbs 3:5-6.  It will be the North Star to guide you for the rest of your life.
